INFORMATION

FLAG ETIQUETTE

FL AG

Unsure if you are displaying your flag
correctly? Or when to display your flag?

DISPLAYING THE FLAG

Here are flag etiquette standards for
proper use.

DISPLAYING THE FLAG AT
HALF-STAFF
When flying the flag at half-staff, the flag should be raised to
the top of the staff for an instant then lowered to the mid-way
point of the staff (half-staff). It should be raised to the top of the
staff again before lowering the flag at the end of the day. The
flag is flown at half-staff from sunrise until noon on Memorial
Day. It is flown at full staff for the remainder of the day.
In the event of the death of principal figures of the
United States government and the governor of the
state, territory or possession, the President may order
the flag to be flown at half-staff as respect for their
memory. In the event of the death of other officials or
foreign dignitaries, the flag is displayed at half-staff in
accordance with recognized customs or practices, not
inconsistent with law.
The governor of a state, territory or possession of the
United States may proclaim that the national flag be
flown at half-staff in the event of the death of a present
or former official of that state, territory or possession.

HOW LONG SHOULD A FLAG LAST?
How long any flag will last depends on the weather, it’s
location, airborne contamination and how often you fly your
flag. Remember, your flag is a piece of cloth that works very,
very, hard. Throughout its lifetime your flag shakes, snaps,
chafes, bakes, freezes, furls, twists, flaps, flies, unfurls and
hangs! Is it any wonder that a flag that flies continuously
needs replacing two or three times a year? No one can
control the weather but you can take some important
steps to lengthen the life of your flag. Always let your flag
dry thoroughly before storing it to prevent mildew or color
transfer. Also, at the first sign of fraying, have your flag
repaired before further damage is done.

WHEN TO FLY THE FLAG
Our national flag should be displayed on all days that
there is no danger the weather will damage it. This
not only shows respect for our national symbol, but
prolongs the life of the flag. It is customary to fly the flag
from sunrise to sunset on buildings or on a stationary
flagpole in the open. However, it may also be flown at
night if it is properly illuminated with a spotlight.

DISPLAYING

DISPLAYING OTHER THAN ON A STAFF
When displaying the flag against a wall, either
horizontally or vertically, the union (blue field
with 50 stars) should be upper most and to the
observer’s left (the flag’s own right). The union
should also be to the observer’s left when
displaying the flag from a window.
ON THE SAME HALYARD
When flying state, city, organizational or
institutional flags from the same halyard
with the U.S. flag, the latter should always
be at the peak.
FROM ADJACENT STAFFS
When flying from adjacent staffs, the U.S. flag
should be hoisted first and lowered last. Never
fly any other flag or pennant above or to the
right of the U.S. flag.
IN A GROUP
When displaying in a group with state, city,
organization or institutional flags from staffs,
the U.S. flag should be in the center and at
the highest point of the group.
CROSSED STAFFS
When displaying with any other flag from
crossed staffs, the U.S. flag should be on the
right (the flag’s own right) and its staff should be
in front of the other flag.
WITH OTHER NATION’S FLAGS
When displaying two or more nation’s flags,
each flag should be on separate staffs of the
same height. The flags should be approximately
the same size. International customs forbid
displaying one nation’s flag over another in
times of peace. This is a sign of war time victory
and a serious insult.
SPEAKER PLATFORM
The U.S. flag should be displayed above
and behind the speaker, if displaying flat.
If displaying from a staff on a pulpit or
public auditorium, the flag should be on the
speaker’s right. All the other flags should be
placed on the left.

FLAG FLYING HOLIDAYS
New Year’s Day
Martin Luther King’s Birthday
Inauguration Day
Lincoln’s Birthday
President’s Day
Washington’s Birthday
Army Day
Easter Sunday Variable
VE Day
Mother’s Day
Armed Forces Day
Memorial Day
Flag Day
Father’s Day

January 1
3rd Monday in January
January 20 (every 4 years)
February 12
3rd Monday in February
February 22
April 6
Variable
May 8
2nd Sunday in May
3rd Sunday in May
Last Monday in May
June 14
3rd Sunday in June

Independence Day
Labor Day
V-J Day
Patriot Day
Constitution Day
Columbus Day
Navy Day
Presidential Election Day
Veteran’s Day
Thanksgiving Day
Pearl Harbor Day
Christmas Day

July 4
1st Monday in September
September 2
September 11
September 17
2nd Monday in October
October 27
1st Tuesday following 1st
Monday in November
November 11
4th Thursday in November
December 7
December 25

FLAG ETIQUETTE

FAQ

(Frequently Asked Questions)

Here are some common
questions and answers.

Q

When should I display the flag?

The flag should be displayed on all days when the weather
permits, especially on legal holidays or other special
occasions. It is customary to display the flag from sunrise
to sunset on buildings or on stationary flagstaffs in the
open. However, on special occasions, it may be displayed
at night, but only if it is spotlighted.

Q

How do I fold a flag?

To properly fold a flag, two people should face each other,
each holding one end of the flag. Stretch it horizontally
and fold in half lengthwise. Fold the flag in half lengthwise
again, making sure the blue field is on the outside with
edges held together. While one person holds the flag by
the blue field, the other starts at the opposite end making
a triangular fold. Continue to fold in triangles until the
entire flag is in a triangle. Tuck the loose edge into the
pocket formed by the folds so that only the blue field and
white stars can be seen.

Q

What is the recommended height of a
flagpole to use with my flag?

The flag should be at least one fourth (1/4) of the height
of the pole.
Examples:
Flagpole Height
20’................
25’................
30’................

Q

Flag Sizes
3’x5’, 4’x6’
4’x6’, 5’x8’
5’x8’, 6’x10’

How do I dispose of a worn flag?

When a flag is old, worn, tattered, or frayed and no longer is
in a condition befitting a symbol of our country, it should be
destroyed privately in a dignified matter, preferably by burning.
Many veteran and civic organizations, such as the American
Legion or local VFW, will properly dispose of a flag at no cost, or
can put you in contact with an approved disposal facility.

Q

How do I salute the flag?

Men and women should stand and salute the flag at the
following times:
• At the moment the flag passes in a parade or review.
• Facing the flagpole during the ceremony of hoisting or
lowering the flag.
• Facing the flag when the National Anthem is played. If the flag
is not displayed, all those present should face toward the
music.
• During the saying of the Pledge of Allegiance.
Men should remove their hats with the right hand and
hold it at the left shoulder, with the hand being over
the heart. Women and men without hats should place
the right hand over the heart. Women are not required
to remove their hats. Those who are not U.S. citizens
should simply stand at attention.

